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CHORLEY,  FEBRUARY,  1909. 


TO  THE  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL  OF  CHORLEY. 


Gentlemen, 


The  vital  statistics  obtaining'  in  the  Chorley  Rural  District  during 
the  year  1908  are  somewhat  more  satisfactory  than  those  of  the  preceding 
year,  the  Birth-rate  being  slightly  increased,  and  the  Death-rate  slightly 
decreased.  Compared,  however,  with  the  average  of  the  ten  years  preceding 
1908,  there  has  been  during  the  last  year  a distinct  decrease  in  the  Birth- 
rate, and  a less  marked  decrease  in  the  Death-rate. 

The  number  of  Births  registered  during  1908  was  five  hundred  and 
thirty  (530),  of  which  two  hundred  and  sixty-nine  (269)  were  males,  and 
two  hundred  and  sixty-one  (261)  were  females. 

Five  hundred  and  sixteen  (516)  Births  were  legitimate,  and  fourteen 
(14)  illegitimate,  giving  a percentage  of  illegitimate  Births  of  2.6. 

The  Birth-rate  of  1908  calculated  upon  an  estimated  population  cf 
21,300,  is  24.88  per  thousand,  as  compared  with  the  Birth-rate  of  190'  — 
24.4  per  thousand — and  the  average  Birth-rate  in  your  district  for  the 
decade  (1898-1907),  26.3  per  thousand. 

I regret  that  the  Birth-rate  in  the  Chorley  Rural  District  is  again 
below  the  general  Birth-rate  of  England  and  Wales,  which  was  in  1908,  26.5 
per  thousand  of  the  estimated  population,  and  also  below  the  rate  of  the 
more  rural  portions  of  the  country,  viz,  26.2  per  thousand. 

The  steady  decline  in  the  Birth-rate  will  be  seen  in  Table  I.  of  the 
Local  Government  Board  Tables  appended  to  this  Report,  in  which  are 
given  the  number  of  Births  and  Birth-rates  in  1908,  and  the  ten  preceding 
years,  and  the  average  number  of  Births,  and  average  Birth-rates  for  the 
decade  (1898-1907). 

The  Birth-rate  was  in  1908,  as  in  several  preceding  years,  the  highest  in 
the  Chorley  sub-district,  and  the  lowest  in  Br  indie  and  Rivington  sub- 
districts.  The  rate  in  Le-yland  sub-district,  which  was-  unusually  low  in 
1907,  has  returned  to  the  average  of  the  last  few  years. 

In  Table  A I give-  the  numbers  of  Births,  and  the  estimated  Birth- 
rates in  1908,  and  the-  four  preceding  years. 
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TABLE  A. 


Sub-District. 

19 

Number 
of  Births. 

08. 

Birth 

Kate. 

19( 

Number 
of  Births. 

)7. 

Birth 

Rate. 

19 

Number 
of  Births. 

06. 

Birth 

Rate. 

19C 

Number 
of  Births. 

)5. 

Birth 

Rate. 

190 

Number 
of  Births. 

4. 

Birth 

Rate. 

Chorley 

164 

28-2 

170 

30  4 

172 

32Y 

156 

306 

152 

30*7 

Brindle  

68 

20-0 

69 

20-3 

79 

23Y 

81 

23-8 

70 

20-6 

Croston  

113 

25-7 

109 

25  Y 

100 

23-0 

107 

25-1 

105 

24.7 

Leyland 

135 

26.0 

113 

21-7 

133 

25-6 

123 

23-9 

131 

25-7 

Rivington  ... 

50 

20.4 

52 

21.2 

56 

22-4 

61 

24-4 

56 

22.4 

Totals  

530 

24*88 

513 

24Y3 

540 

2596 

528 

25-8 

514 

25-4 

The  Death-rate  in  1908,  with  the  exception  of  those  of  1901  and  1906, 
is  the  lowest  that  I have  been  able  to  report  to  you,  and  considerably  lower 
than  the  average  of  the  previous  decade  (1898-1907). 

Two  hundred  and  ninety-eight  (298)  Deaths  were  registered  as 
occurring  in  your  district  during  1908 — one  hundred  and  forty-nine  (149) 
males  and  the  same  number  of  females  having  died  during  the  year. 

Upon  the  estimated  population  of  21,300,  I calculate  the  Death-rate 
of  13.99  per  thousand,  as  compared  with  that  of  14.1  in  1907,  and  the 
average  Death-rate  of  14.7  in  the  preceding  decade  (1898-1907). 

The  Death-rate  of  England  and  Wales  in  1908  has  been  estimated  at 
14.7  per  thousand — and  that  of  the  more  rural  portions  of  the  country  at 
the  same  figure.  You  will  see  that  the  Death-rate  of  your  district  in  1908 
is  below  the  rate  obtaining  throughout  the  country  and  in  the  more  rural 
districts. 

I have  given  in  Table  I.  appended  to  this  report  the  numbers  of 
Deaths  and  Death-rates  in  1908,  and  the  ten  preceding  years,  and  the 
average  number  of  Deaths  and  average  Death-rate  of  the  previous  decade 
(1898-1907). 

There  was  an  increased  number  of  Deaths  in  the  third  Quarter  of 
1908,  as  compared  with  the  similar  Quarter  of  1907,  but  a decrease  in  each 
of  the  other  Quarters,  especially  the  fourth.  This  you  will  see  from  Table 
B,  in  which  the  Deaths  of  1908  and  the  four  preceding  years  are  placed 
under  the  Quarters  of  the  year  in  which  they  occurred. 


TABLE  B. 


Year. 

Deaths  in 
First 
Quarter. 

Deaths  in 
Second 
Quarter. 

Deaths  in 
Third 
Quarter. 

Deaths  in 
Fourth 
Quarter. 

Total. 

1908 

82 

65 

78 

73 

298 

1907 

83 

66 

62 

84 

295 

1906 

79 

68 

51 

67 

265 

1905 

105 

63 

56 

63 

287 

1904 

84 

63 

57 

87 

291 

5 

TABLE  C. 


Townships. 

1908. 

Number  of 
Deaths. 

1907. 

Number  of 
Deaths. 

l 

Increase. 

908. 

Decrease. 

Charnock  Richard  

5 

9 

4 

Coppull  

50 

53 

c - - 

3 

Duxbury 

9 

5 

4 

• • • 

Heapev  

4 

9 

« • • 

5 

Wrelch  Whittle  

1 

v • 

1 

• • 

Total  in  Chorley  Sub-district... 

69 

76 

5 

12 

Brindle  

12 

19 

7 

Hoghton  

7 

14 

... 

7 

Wheel  ton  

22 

23 

. . . 

1 

Total  in  Brindle  Sub-district... 

41 

56 

. . . 

15 

Bretherton  

16 

14 

2 

• • • 

Eccleston 

16 

20 

4 

Heskin 

9 

9 

... 

Mawdesley  

17 

9 

8 

• • • 

Ulnes  Walton 

11 

7 

4 

. . . 

Total  in  Croston  Sub-district... 

69 

59 

14 

4 

Clay  ton-1  e-Woods  

12 

12 

Cuerden  

10 

3 

7 

... 

Euxton  

14 

18 

4 

Whittle-le-Woods  

34 

41 

>7 

1 

Total  in  Leyland  Sub-district... 

70 

74 

7 

11 

Anderton 

14 

9 

5 

Anglezarke 

1 

1 

Heath  Charnock 

32* 

17+ 

15 

• • • 

Rivington  

3 

3 

Total  in  Rivington  Sub-district 

49 

30 

20 

1 

Totals  

298 

295 

46 

43 

* Including  seven  deaths  in  Isolation  Hospital, 
f Including  nine  deaths  in  Isolation  Hospital. 


From  the  above  Table  (Table  C),  you  will  see  that  more  Deaths 
have  been  registered  in  the  Croston  and  Rivington  sub-districts  in  1903 
than  in  1907,  whilst  in  Chorley,  Brindle,  and  Leyland  sub-districts  fewer 
Deaths  have  occurred  in  1908  than  in  the  previous  year. 

As  regards  the  several  townships,  the  increase  in  the  number  of 
Deaths  is  most  marked  in  Heath  Charnock,  Mawdesley,  Cuerden,  and 
Anderton,  whilst  the  decrease  is  greatest  in  Brindle,  Hoghton,  Whittle, 
and  Heapey. 
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I have  dealt  in  the  previous  Tables  (B  and  C)  with  the  Deaths 
registered  as  having  occurred  in  1908  in  your  district.  In  the  succeeding 
Tables  the  Deaths  of  Residents  in  the  Chorley  Rural  District,  whether 
occurring  at  their  homes  or  in  public  institutions,  either  inside  or  outside 
the  district,  are  given,  and  the  deaths  of  non-residents  occurring  in  the 
Isolation  Hospital  are  excluded. 

Eleven  (11)  residents  in  your  district  died  in  public  institutions 
outside  the  district  (Chorley  Workhouse  and  Rawcliffe  Hospital,  Manchester 
and  Wigan  Infirmaries,  and  Lancaster  Asylum),  and  four  (4)  non-residents 
died  in  the  Isolation  Hospital,  Heath  Charnock.  The  number  of1  Deaths  of 
residents  in  your  district  in  1908  was  accordingly  three  hundred  and  five 
(305),  and  the  Death-rate  of  residents  14.3  per  thousand,  as  compared  with 
the  Death-rate  of  14.7  obtained  from  three  hundred  and  nine  (309),  Deaths 
of  residents  in  1907. 

The  Death-rate  of  residents  was  lowest  in  the  Chorley  and  Brindle 
sub-districts,  much  lower  than  the  average  Death-rate  of  the  Rural  District 
of  Chorley.  Leyland  sub-district  yielded  about  the  average  Death-rate  of 
the  whole  district,  whilst  Croston  sub-district  was  slightly,  and  Rivington 
sub-district  very  markedly,  above  the  average  Death-rate. 

This  you  will  see  in  Table  D,  where  the  number  of  Deaths  and  Death- 
rates  of  residents  in  each  Sub-District  in  1908  and  the  four  preceding  years 
are  detailed. 


TABLE  D. 


Sub-District. 

1908. 

1907. 

1906. 

1905. 

1904. 

Number 

Death 

Number 

Death 

Number 

Death 

Number 

Death 

Number 

Death 

of  Deaths 

Rate. 

of  Deaths 

Rate. 

of  Deaths 

Rate. 

of  Deaths 

Rate. 

of  Deaths 

Rate. 

Chorley 

71 

12*2 

83 

14*9 

61 

11*4 

74 

14*5 

72 

145 

Brindle  

43 

12  3 

61 

17-9 

46 

13*5 

49 

14*4 

45 

13-2 

Croston  

70 

15*9 

59 

13  6 

47 

10*8 

60 

14*1 

65 

15*3 

Leyland  

75 

14-4 

78 

15  0 

81 

15  6 

81 

15*7 

71 

13  9 

Rivington  ... 

46 

18*7 

28 

11*4 

36 

14*4 

38 

15*2 

36 

14*4 

Totals  

305 

14*3 

309 

14*7 

271 

13  0 

302 

14*8 

289 

14*3 

It  is  satisfactory  to  note  in  Table  E,  in  which  I arrange  the  Deaths 
of  residents  in  1908  and  four  preceding  years  in  age  groups,  that  there  has 
been  a progressive  decrease  in  the  numbers  of  Deaths  of  infants  and  young 
children.  In  1908  only  18  per  cent,  of  the  whole  number  of  Deaths  occurred 
in  infants  under  one  year  of  age,  and  27  per  cent,  in  children  under  five 
years  of  age,  whereas  the  average  percentage  for  several  years  have  been 
23  and  35  respectively. 

It  is  some  consolation  in  view  of  the  decreasing  Birth-rate  that  the 
Death-rate  of  young  infants  and  children  has  so<  markedly  decreased. 

You  will  also  notice  in  Table  E that  the  number  of  old-age  Deaths 
has  increased,  and  the  general  inference  is  that  the  average  duration  of  life 
is  considerably  higher  than  it  used  to  be. 
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TABLE  E. 


Deaths  from  all  Causes  at  Subjoined  Ages. 

Year. 

Under 

1 

l 

5 

15 

25 

65 

Total. 

and 

and 

and 

and 

find 

1 

Year. 

under 

5. 

under 

15. 

under 

25. 

under 

65. 

upwards. 

1908 

56 

26 

19 

15 

102 

87 

305 

1907 

57 

27 

99 

Li  Li 

19 

101 

83 

309 

1906 

63 

23 

12 

10 

95 

68 

271 

1905 

64 

30 

11 

15 

106 

76 

302 

1904 

69 

37 

10 

10 

88 

75 

289 

The  Infantile  Mortality  as  estimated  by  the  ratio  between  the 
number  of  Births  registered  and  the  number  of  Deaths  of  infants  under 
one  year  of  age,  was  in  1908  almost  the  lowest  on  record,  viz,  one  hundred 
was  one  hundred  and  eleven  (111)  per  thousand,  in  1906  one  hundred  and 
and  six  (106)  Deaths  per  thousand  Births.  In  1907  the  Infantile  Mortality 
seventeen  (117),  and  the  average  for  the  decade  (1898-1907)  one  hundred  and 
twenty-seven  (127)  per  thousand.  In  only  one  year — 1901 — was  the 
Infantile  Mortality  slightly  below  that  of  1908,  viz,  one  hundred  and  five 
(105)  per  thousand. 

The  Infantile  Mortality  throughout  England  and  Wales  in  1908  was 
one  hundred  and  twenty-one  (121),  and  of  the  more  rural  portions  of  the 
country  one  hundred  and  ten  (110)  per  thousand.  I am  glad  to  report  to  you 
that  your  district  shows  this  year  a lesser  Infantile  Mortality  than  either 
the  country  at  large  or  the  rural  districts  taken  separately. 

The  lowest  Infa  Tie  Mortality  in  1908 — a,s  also  in  1907  and  1906 — 
occurred  in  the  Crosto  < ab-district,  viz,  ninety-seven  (97)  per  thousand  ; 
in  Brindle  sub-district  it  was  one  hundred  and  three  (103),  in  Chorley  sub- 
district it  was  one  hundred  and  four  (104),  in  Leyland  sub-district  one 
hundred  and  eleven  (111),  and  in  RiVington  sub-district  one  hundred  and 
twenty  (120)  per  thousand. 

Of  the  fifty-six  (56)  infants  who  died  under  one  year  of  age,  only 
one  (1)  Death  was  due  to  Infectious  Diseases  (Whooping  Cough),  twelve  (12) 
were  caused  by  Diarrhoea, 1 Diseases,  nineteen  (19)  by  Wasting  Diseases, 
four  (4)  by  Tubercular  Diseases,  and  twenty  (20)  were  due  to  other  causes 
(Pneumonia,  Bronchitis,  Convulsions,  etc.,  etc.).  Twenty  (20)  of  these 
infants  died  under  one  month  old,  of  which  eight  (8)  were  due  to  Premature 
Birth,  and  thirty-six  (36)  between  the  first  and  twelfth  month  of  life. 

Further  details  as  to  the  deaths  of  Infants  may  be  ascertained  by  a 
perusal  of  Table  V.  of  the  Local  Government  Board  Tables  appended  to  this 
Report. 


In  Table  F I give  the  numbers  of  Deaths  in  1908  and  1907  due  to 
their  respective  causes,  and  note  the  increase  or  decrease  under  each  cause 
in  1908,  as  compared  with  the  preceding  year. 
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TABLE  F. 


Cause  of  Death. 

1908. 

Number  of 
Deaths. 

1907. 

Number  of 
Deaths. 

1908. 

Increase. 

1908. 

Decrease. 

Measles  

9 

9 

Scarlet  Fever  

1 

1 

Whooping  Cough  

2 

5 

. . . 

3 

Diphtheria  & Membranous  Croup 

7 

8 

. . • 

1 

Croup  

2 

1 

1 

. . . 

Typhoid  Fever  

4 

. . . 

4 

• • . 

Influenza 

7 

7 

• • • 

Diarrhoea  

3 

5 

.. 

2 

Enteritis  

11 

2 

9 

... 

Puerperal  Fever 

1 

. . . 

1 

. • • 

Erysipelas  

1 

1 

• • • 

. . . 

Other  Septic  Diseases 

... 

2 

... 

2 

Phthisis  

14 

23 

... 

9 

Other  Tubercular  Diseases 

11 

4 

7 

... 

Cancer 

17 

16 

1 

... 

Bronchitis  

17 

22 

5 

Pneumonia  

26 

27 

... 

1 

Pleurisy  

• • • 

2 

. . . 

2 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory 
Organs 

2 

2 

Alcoholism  and  Cirrhosis  of  Liver 

9 

5 

... 

3 

Premature  Birth 

9 

7 

2 

... 

Diseases  & Accidents  of  Parturi- 
tion   

2 

2 

Heart  Disease 

25 

33 

... 

8 

Accidents 

15 

12 

3 

... 

Suicides  

8 

... 

8 

• * . 

All  Other  Causes 

118 

118 

. . . 

• • • 

Total 

305 

309 

41 

45 

You  may  notice  from  the  above  Table  that  the  number'  of  Deaths 
from  Measles,  Phthisis,  and  Lung"  and  Heart.  Diseases  have  been  markedly 
less  in  1908  than  in  1907,  but  that  there  has  been  a distinct  increase  in  the 
numbers  of  Deaths  due  to  Typhoid  Fever,  Enteritis,  Tubercular  Diseases, 
excluding  Phthisis  Pulmonalis,  and  Suicides,  of  which  latter  there  has  been 
an  unprecedented  number. 

More  complete  details  may  be  seen  in  Table  IV.  (Local  Government 
Board  Tables),  appended  to  this  Report,  and  in  which  the  Deaths  due  to 
each  cause  are  arranged  under  the  groups  of  ages  at  which  they  happened, 
and  under  the  sub-districts  in  which  they  occurred. 

Only  seven  (7)  Deaths  were  registered  as  uncertified  by  any  medical 
practitioner  or  by  the  Coroner  for  the  district. 

The  Zymotic  Death-rate  of  residents  in  your  district  was  only  0.79 
per  thousand  in  1908,  as  compared  with  that  of  1.29  in  1907,  1.06  in  1906, 
0.78  in  1905,  and  1.68  in  1904.  The  Zymotic  Death-rate  of  England  and 
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Wales  was  in  1908  1.29  per  thousand,  and  of  the  more  rural  districts  0.99. 
You  will  notice  that  the  Zymotic  Death-rate  in  your  district  is  below  even 
that  of  the  other  rural  districts  in  the  country. 


The  Deaths  from  Zymotic  Diseases  were  as  follows: — Scarlet  Fever 
one  (1),  Whooping  Cough  two  (2),  Diphtheria  and  Membranous  Croup  seven 
(7),  Typhoid  Fever  four  (4),  and  Diarrhoea  three  (3). 

Eighty-eight  (88)  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  were  notified  to  me, 
viz,  Diphtheria  and  Membranous  Croup  thirty  (30),  Scarlet  Fever  twenty- 
five  (25),  Erysipelas  nineteen  (19),  Typhoid  Fever  thirteen  (13),  and 
Puerperal  Fever  one  (1). 

I give  in  Table  III.  (Local  Government  Board  Tables)  the  number 
of  cases  of  each  Disease  notified  from  the  various  sub-districts,  and  also  the 
numbers  of  cases  of  each  disease  removed  from  the  several  districts  to  the 
Isolation  Hospital,  Heath  Charnock. 


With  the  exception  of  the  preceding  year,  in  which  eighty-seven  (87; 
cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  were  reported,  there  were  fewer  notifications 
of  such  diseases  in  1908  than  in  any  year.  This  you  will  see  from  Table 
G,  in  which  are  given  the  notified  cases  of  each  Infectious  Disease  for  1908 
and  the  ten  preceding  years,  and  the  average  number  for  the  decade, 


1898-1907. 


TABLE  G. 


Year. 

Smallpox 

Diphtheria 

and 

Membranous 

Croup. 

Scarlet 

Fever 

Erysipelas. 

Typhoid 

Fever. 

Other 

con- 

tinued 

Fevers. 

Puer- 

peral 

Fever. 

Totals. 

1898 

13 

36 

22 

27 

5 

103 

1899 

... 

36 

55 

34 

44 

o 

w 

1 

172 

1900 

... 

16 

29 

19 

28 

4 

1 

97 

1901 

... 

48 

76 

34 

15 

• • • 

4 

177 

1902 

... 

24 

175 

31 

27 

1 

3 

261 

1903 

4 

15 

86 

21 

20 

... 

1 

147 

1904 

... 

19 

115 

38 

11 

... 

2 

185 

1905 

... 

22 

61 

24 

12 

1 

1 

120 

1906 

• • - 

44 

65 

26 

11 

1 

147 

1907 

. . . 

52 

19 

11 

5 

87 

Average  of 
Decade 
1898-1907. 

■4 

28-9 

71  7 

26 

20 

D4 

L2 

1496 

1908 

30 

25 

19 

13 

1 

88 

Here  you  will  notice  that  in  the  case  of  each  Infectious  Disease, 
except  Diphtheria,  there  have  been  fewer  notifications  than  the  average  for 
the  preceding  ten  years,  but,  compared  with  the  number  of  cases  reported 
in  1907,  there  has  been  in  1908  an  increase  in  reports  of  Scarlet  Fever. 
Erysipelas,  and  Typhoid  Fever,  but  a.  marked  decrease  in  cases  of  Diphtheria 
and  Membranous  Croup. 


The  total  number  of  notifications,  you  will  also  notice,  was  in  1908 
much  below  the  average  of  the  preceding  decade. 
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In  Table  H the  cases  of  each  Infectious  Disease  are  arranged  under 
the  townships  in  which  they  occurred,  and  the  total  number  of  Zymotic 
cases  in  each  township  in  1908  is  compared  with  the  total  number  notified 
in  the  same  township  in  1907. 

Whilst  no  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  h a , been  notified  in  1908 
from  the  townships  of  Duxbury,  Heapey,  Cuerden,  and  Anglezarke,  seventeen 
(17)  were  reported  from  Bretherton,  eleven  (11)  from  Coppull,  ten  (10)  from 
Whittle-le- Woods  and  Anderton. 


TABLE  H. 


Townships. 

Scarlet 

Fever. 

Diphtheria 

and 

Membranous 

Croup. 

Typhoid 

Fever. 

Other 

Con- 

tinued 

Fevers. 

Ery- 

sipelas 

Totals, 

1907 

Totals, 

1906 

Charnock  Richard 

• 

1 

1 

2 

Coppull  ... 

6 

2 

• • • 

3 

11 

19 

Duxbury 

. . . 

. - 

. . . 

. . . 

. . . 

2 

Heapey  .. 

. . . 

. . . 

. . . 

. . . 

. . . 

• • • 

Welch  Whittle  ... 

1 

... 

... 

4 

5 

... 

Brindle  ... 

1 

4 

. . . 

1 

6 

10 

Hoghton... 

4 

. . . 

. . . 

• • • 

. . . 

4 

3 

Wheelton 

... 

1 

... 

, . 

... 

1 

8 

Bretherton 

14 

3 

... 

. • • 

... 

17 

9 

Eccleston 

1 

. , . 

1 

... 

. . . 

2 

2 

Heskin  ... 

2 

. . . 

• • 

... 

2 

4 

1 

Mawdesley 

. . . 

• a • 

1 

• • . 

• a • 

1 

1 

Ulnes  Walton  ... 

... 

2 

. . . 

• . * 

• . • 

2 

... 

Clayton  ... 

1 

1 

. • • 

. . . 

1 

3 

3 

Cuerden  ... 

. . . 

• . . 

. • • 

• . . 

• • • 

• • • 

1 

Euxton  ... 

1 

• • . 

... 

. • • 

3 

4 

3 

Whittle-le-Woods 

1 

2 

4 

... 

3 

10 

11 

Anderton 

... 

9 

. . 

• • * 

1 

10 

6 

Anglezarke 

• „ . 

• • • 

. . . 

. . . 

• • . 

« . . 

> . . 

Heath.Charnock. . . 

1 

3 

1 

. • . 

• 4 

0 

4 

Rivington 

. . . 

1 

- . . 

1 

4 

Totals 

25 

30 

13 

1 

19 

88 

87 

Smallpox  has  not  been  notified  for  the  fifth  year  in  succession,  the 
last  cases  having  occurred  in  1903.  Your  officers  have  been  enabled,  if 
informed  immediately  on  the  occurrence  of  any  case  of  this  disease,  to 
prevent  the  spread  of  Smallpox  by  the  provision  of  ten  beds  at  the  Fin- 
nington  Hospital,  Hoghton,  to  which  any  persons  attacked  by  this  disease 
will  be  at  once  removed.  As  I have  remarked  in  several  of  my  Annual 
Reports,  effectual  vaccination  of  infants,  and  re-vaccination  of  young  adults, 
are  the  best  safeguards  against  this  disease,  and  until  Smallpox  is  stamped 
out  of  the  country  there  should  be  no  relaxation  whatever  in  the  practice. 

Scarlet  Fever  has  been  notified  in  twenty-five  (25)  instances,  four- 
teen (14)  of  which  occurred  in  Bretherton,  four  (4)  in  Hoghton,  two  (2)  in 
Heskin,  and  one  (1)  in  five  other  townships  respectively. 

Eleven  (11)  of  these  cases  were  removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital,  and 
in  the  other  fourteen  (14)  isolation  at  home  was  enforced. 
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1 recommended  the  closure  of  Bretlierton  School  in  May  on  account 
of  the  relatively  large  number  of  children  attacked  by  this  disease,  and 
you  ordered  the  closure  for  three  weeks. 

One  (1)  Death  resulted  from  Scarlet  Fever. 

Diphtheria  and  Membranous  Croup. — Thirty  (30)  cases  of  these 
diseases  were  notified  to  me  in  1908,  as  compared  with  fifty-two  (52)  in  1907, 
and  an  average  of  twenty-nine  (29)  ih  the  previous  decade.  Nine  (9)  cases 
occurred  in  Anderton,  six  (6)  in  Coppull,  three  (3)  each  in  Bretlierton  and 
Heath  Charnock,  two  (2)  each  in  Ulnes  Walton  and  Whittle,  and  one  (1)  in 
five  other  townships  respectively.  Four  (4)  cases  were  removed  to  the 
Isolation  Hospital. 

Cases  were  notified  in  every  month  of  the  year  except  April  and 
October,  the  greatest  number  in  any  month  being  in  May,  when  six  (6) 
were  reported,  whilst  four  (4)  were  notified  in  January  and  November.  I 
have  not  been  able  to  discover  any  general  method  of  infection  in  these 
cases  this  year,  as  I believed  I was  able  to  do  in  Brindle  last  year,  and  as 
a rule  the  cases  were  isolated  ones,  and  no  spread  occurred  from  the  persons 
first  attacked  except  in  three  or  four  instances  to  another  member  of  the 
same  family. 

Seven  (7)  Deaths  were  registered  from  these  diseases,  giving  a Death- 
rate  of  persons  attacked  of  23  per  cent. 

Typhoid  Fever. — In  my  Annual  Report  for  1907  I was  able  to 
congratulate  you  upon  the  very  small  number  of  cases  of  Typhoid  Fever 
notified  to  me  during  that  year.  I am  sorry  that  I cannot  give  ns 
favourable  a.  report  for  1908. 

Thirteen  (13)  cases  have  been  notified  to  me,  as  compared  with  five 
(5)  in  1907,  and  an  average  of  twenty  (20)  for  the  previous  decade,  and 
an  average  of  twenty-five  (25)  since  your  Council  adopted  the  Infectious 
Diseases  Notification  Act. 

Four  (4)  cases  occurred'  in  Whittle,  four  (4)  in  Brindle,  two  (2)  in 
Coppull,  and  one  (1)  each  in  Ecoleston,  Mawdesley,  and  Heath  Charnock. 

As  regards  three  of  the  Brindle  cases,  I have  reason  to  believe  that 
the  disease  was  conveyed  by  contaminated  shell  fish,  as  they,  along  with 
another  person  not  resident  in  your  district.,  who  also  was  attacked  with 
some  illness,  partook  of  a hearty  meal  of  mussels  shortly  before  the  com- 
mencement of  the  fever. 

Though  there  were  thirteen  cases  notified,  only  ten  households  were 
attacked,  as  in  one  family  three,  and  in  another  two  persons,  suffered  from 
this  disease. 

Four  (4)  Deaths  occurred,  or  thirty-one  (31)  per  cent,  of  the  notified 
cases,  and  five  (5)  persons  were  removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital. 

Your  Officers  have  visited  and  examined  into  the  sanitary  condition, 
etc.,  of  all  the  houses  infected  with  Fever,  and  where  defects  have  been 
found,  given  notice  to  the  persons  responsible  to  remedy  such  defects. 

Disinfectants  have  been  supplied,  and  as  early  as  practicable,  the 
houses,  clothing,  and  bedding  have  been  fumigated  and  disinfected  by  the 
caretakers  of  the  neaiest  sewage  or  water  works. 
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Measles. — The  epidemic  of  Measles  in  various  townships  in  your 
district  which  had  occurred  in  the  latter  end  of  1907,  subsided  about  the 
beginning  of  the  year,  and  the  Schools,  which  had  been  closed,  were  re- 
opened without  any  known  spread  of  the  disease.  No-  Death  from  Measles 
has  occurred  during  the  year,  and  as  far  as  I know — Measles  not  being1  one 
of  the  notifiable  diseases — your  district  is  at  present  free  from  this  disease. 

Whooping  Cough  has  been  reported  by  school  officials  to  me  in  one 
or  two  townships  early  in  the  year,  but  I have  not  thought  it  necessary  to 
recommend  the  closure  of  any  school,  but  only  the  exclusion  of  children 
suffering  from  that  disease. 

Two  (2)  Deaths  occurred  during  the  year  from  Whooping  Cough. 

Chicken  Pox  has  been  very  prevalent  in  some  localities,  and  I have 
adopted  the  same  course  as  regards  exclusion  of  infected  children  from 
schools  as  I have  done  in  the  case  of  Whooping  Cough. 

House  Accommodation. — The  house  accommodation  in  the  Rural 
District  of  Chorley  is  generally  good,  and  there  are  only  a few  houses  in 
some  of  the  townships  which  are  not  in  a sufficiently  good  state.  Your 
Inspector  and  I bring  from  time  to  time  under  your  notice  cases  of 
dilapidated  and  insanitary  houses,  and,  in  each  case,  you  have  taken  the 
necessary  steps  to  remedy  the  defects. 

As  a rule,  there  are  sufficient  houses  for  the  population  of  the 
district,  though  in  some  parts  of  your  district  there  is  a difficulty  in 
obtaining  suitable  houses  for  large  families  at  a moderate  rent. 

In  the  township  of  Coppull  where  there  used  to  be  overcrowding,  a 
large  number  of  new  houses  have  been  erected,  and  the  supply  is  now 
approaching  the  demand,  though  here,  as  in  some  other  parts,  there  is  a 
difficulty  in  housing  large  families,  as  the  new  houses  are  generally  built 
with  insufficient  bedroom  accommodation  for  a large  family. 


You  have  considered  and  approved  of  plans  for  the  erection  of  new 
houses  and  other  premises  in  the  various  townships  as  follow  : — 


Township. 

Houses. 

Other  Premises. 

Charnock  Richard  

3 

— 

Coppull  

17 

9 

Heapey  

6 

2 

Brindle  

. . . — 

1 

Wheelton  

1 

— 

Bretherton  

2 

2 

Eccleston. 

4 

6 

Heskin  

5 

1 

Mawdesley 

1 

Ulnes  Walton 

1 

. . . 

Clay ton-le- Woods  

— 

6 

Cuerden  

— 

1 

Euxton  

2 

3 

Whittle-le-Woods  

6 

7 

Anderton 

12 

1 

Heath  Charnock  

— 

1 

Totals 


60 


40 
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Water. — The  Rural  District  of  Chorley  is,  for  the  most  part, 
furnished  with  a plentiful  supply  of  good  water.  Fourteen  townships  have 
now  obtained  a public  supply — thirteen  from  the  Thirlmer©  aqueduct  and 
one  from  the  Liverpool  Corporation  Waterworks  indirectly  through  Standish. 

The  remaining  townships  vary  very  considerably  in  the  quality  and 
quantity  of  the  water  supply,  Rivington  being  well  supplied  with  water, 
whilst  such  townships  as  Mawdesley  and  Brindle  have  not  as  satisfactory 
a supply. 

Western  Water  Scheme. — The  Western  Water  scheme  of  supply  to 
the  townships  of  Euxtoii,  Charnock  Richard,  Welch  Whittle,  Heskin, 
Eccleston,  Ulnes  Walton,  and  Bretherton  is  now  complete,  the  pipes  are  all 
laid,  and  the  water  turned  on. 

This  scheme  provides  for  the  supply  of  water  to  these  seven  town- 
ships, containing  a population  in  1901  of  5,065 — exclusive  of  Cxoston,  with 
a population  at  the  last  census  of  2,102.  Nearly  twenty-five  miles  of  mains 
have  been  laid,  and  a loan  of  £14,900  obtained  for  this  purpose.  The  work 
of  connecting  house  service  branches  to  the  mains  has  been  entrusted  to  a 
Contractor  engaged  by  your  Council,  and  he  is  carrying  out  his  work  as 
expeditiously  as  possible. 

It  ils  to  be  hoped  that*  all  owners  of  property  on  the  direct  line  of 
the  mains  will  apply  for  the  Thirlmere  water  to  be  laid  on  to  their 
houses,  and  thus  secure  the  inestimable  advantage  of  a.  constant  and 
plentiful  supply  of  pure,  wholesome  water. 

I think  it  will  be  advisable  if  the  applications  for  supply  become 
more  numerous  that  a second  Contractor  should  be  engaged  to  make  the 
n ec es-sary  c o n n ec t i o n s. 

It  is  probable  that  several  extensions  of  the  mains  in  the  Western 
Water  Scheme  will  be  required,  and  you  have  received  applications  from 
the  Parish  Councils  of  some  of  the  townships  for  such  extensions. 

The  Parish  Council  of  Ulnes  Walton  have  applied  for  considerable 
extensions,  and  the  Parish  Council  of  Bretherton  for  extension  from 
Pompion-lane  to  Four  Lane  Ends,  along  North  and  South  Roads  respectively. 

Another  extension  required  i$  from  Mill-lane,  Welch  Whittle,  to 
Cooper’s  Allotment,  Heskin. 

You  have  deferred  all  these  extensions  until  the  completion  of  the 
original  scheme,  but  when  the  accounts  are  made  up,  I recommend  that 
these  extensions  receive  your  further  careful  attention,  and  that  the  leave 
of  the  Local  Government  Board  be  obtained  to  apply  any  balance,  in  a 
township,  for  the  extensions  required  in  such  township. 

You  have  drawn  up  a scale  of  Water  Charges,  which  has  received  the 
sanction  of  the:  Local  Government  Board,  and  that  Board  has  formally  given 
you  permission  to  supply  the  township  of  Croston  with  water. 

Heapey. — Plans  and  estimates  for  the  extension  of  the  water  mains 
to  the  houses  near  Heapey  Station  have  been  made  by  your  Surveyor,  and 
accepted  by  your  Council.  The  Local  Government  Board  have  sanctioned 
a loan  of  £380  for  the  carrying  out  of  the  work,  which  is  now  completed. 
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The  Parish  Council  of  Heapey  have  requested  that  the  mains  be 
taken  to  a few  houses  close  to  the  township  boundary,  but  you  have  deferred 
the  consideration  of  this  extension  until  the  completion  of  the  present 
undertaking. 

Coppull. — During  the  year  the  water  mains  in  this  township  have 
been  extended  along  Mill-street  to  supply  the  Mavis  Mill,  newly  erected  in 
this  township. 

Your  sanction  has  been  sought  for  and  obtained  by  the  Horwich 
Urban  Council  to  supply  water  to  a house  in  Anderton,  and  by  the  Walton-le- 
Dale  Council  to  a house  in  Gregson-lane,  Brindle.  This  sanction  has  been 
granted  provisionally  until  your  Council  are  in  a position  to  supply  water 
to  these  premises  from  your  own  mains. 

The  Manchester  Corporation  have  agreed  to  a supply  of  water  being 
furnished  from  the  Whittled  e-Woods  mains  to  the  Dog  Inn,  Brindle,  and 
you  have  consented  to  such  supply  on  payment  by  the  owners  of  the  usual 
water  charges  and  five  shillings  annual  rent  for  use  of  mains. 

Whittle. —At  Waterhouse  Green,  Shaw  Brow,  etc.,  in  Whittle,  there 
are  several  houses  the  owners  of  which  have  not  yet  applied  for  the  Tliirl- 
mere  supply  of  water.  Your  Surveyor  and  I ha/ve  visited  and  carefully 
inspected  the  locality,  and  reported  to  you  that  we  are  of  opinion  that  the 
present  supply  of  water  is  unsatisfactory  and  liable  to  be  polluted. 


You  have  directed  that  the  owners  of  these  premises  be  written  to, 
requiring  them  to  provide  an  adequate  supply  of  pure  water  to  these  houses, 
not  a difficult  task,  as  the  public  water  mains  pass  each  door. 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds. — In  my  last  Annual  Report  I stated  that  I 
had  practically  completed  a thorough  survey  of  the  Farms,  Dairies,  and 
Cowsheds  in  your  district. 

I laid  before  you  the  information  that  I had  obtained  respecting  the 
lighting,  ventilation,  drainage,  and  cleansing  of  the  shippons  at  the  various 
farms  ; the  amount  of  air  space  in  each  shippon,  together  with  the  number 
of  cows  kept  at  the  time  of  my  visit ; and  the  water  supply  for  the  cattle. 

You  instructed  your  Officers  to  serve  notice  upon  such  of  the  Cow- 
keepers  and  Dairymen  in  whose  premises  the  most  flagrant  defects  were 
discovered,  and  already  many  notices  have  been  issued,  and  in  some  cases 
great  improvement  has  been  made.  This  work  will  be  continued  through- 
out the  ensuing  year,  and  I hope,  in  a reasonable  time,  that,  the  Dairies  ana 
Cowsheds  will  be  brought  up  to  a.  more  sanitary  standard.  The  Model 
Regulations  of  the  Local  Government  Board,  with  some  slight  alterations, 
are  now  in  force  throughout  your  district. 

A register  is  kept  of  all  Dairymen  and  Milksellers,  and  as  far  as  I 
can  ascertain,  every  seller  of  milk  in  your  district  is  now  on  the  register. 

I would  like  here  to  emphasise  the  necessity  of  great  attention  to 
cleanliness  in  persons  who  have  the  duty  of  milking  cattle,  as  I fear  there 
is  often  a great  deal  of  carelessness  in  this  respect,  with  the  result  that,  the 
milk  is  contaminated. 
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Every  milker  of  cows  ought  to  thoroughly  wash  his  hands  and 
forearms  before  commencing  to  milk,  and  also  to  cleanse  the  udders  of  every 
cow  immediately  before  it  is  milked.  This  is  not  a mere  counsel  of  per- 
fection or  “ fad,”  but  it  is  an  absolute  necessity  that  the  milk  to  be  used 
by  the  population  generally,  and  especially  by  young  children,  should  be 
preserved  from  any  accidental  contamination. 

The  kits  and  other  vessels  in  which  milk  is  received  or  conveyed 
should  also  be  thoroughly  cleansed  after  every  time  of  using,  and  should 
be  kept  either  in  the  open  air  or  in  well-ventilated  dairies  as  far  as  possible 
from  the  living  portion  of  the  farmhouse. 

The  milk  should  be  at  once  removed  from  the  shippons,  and  never 
kept  either  inside  the  shippons  or  in  the  living  rooms  of  the  farmhouses. 
In  my  inspection  of  farms,  I have  frequently  found  that  milk  has  been 
kept  in  these  rooms,  and  occasionally,  for  several  hour's,  in  the  shippons. 

I recommend  that  a handbill  be  issued  to  the  registered  Dairymen 
and  Cowkeepers,  with  plain,  short,  but  necessary  instructions  as  to  the 
prevention  of  pollution  of  milk  and  its  preservation,  as  1 am  convinced 
that  there  is  a great  deal  of  ignorance  about',  and  scepticism  as  to  the 
necessity  of  adopting  these  necessary  precautions. 

One  hundred  and  eighty-six  (186)  Dairymen  and  Cowkeepers  have 
been  registered. 

Scavenging. — Seven  townships  are  now  scavenged  at  the  public 
expense,  viz,  Coppull,  Euxton,  Anderton,  Heath  Charnock,  Whittle,  Clayton, 
and  Wheelton,  and,  in  addition,  the  cesspools,  etc.,  at  Mawdesley  and 
Bretherton  are  also,  at  the  expense  of  these  townships,  regularly  emptied. 

The  work  is  done  by  contract  in  all  these  townships,  and  is  under 
the  supervision  of  the  Nuisance  Inspector,  Mr1.  Froes,  111,  Moor-road, 
Chorley,  to  whom  any  complaint  of  default  or  oversight  should  be  at  once 
made. 

Your  Council  have  entrusted  to  your  Surveyor  and  myself  the  duty 
of  examining  into  any  persistent  neglect  in  carrying  out  the  scavenging 
contract,  and  of  suspending  such  contractor,  if  necessary. 

I have  laid  before  you  the  offer  of  the  Liverpool  Corporation  for  the 
scavenging  of  Rivington,  but'  you  have  decided  to  defer  the  question  for  the 
present. 

Sewerage. — The  Sewage  Disposal  Works  at  Whittle  and  Clayton, 
Heapey  and  Wheelton,  Eccleston,  Euxton,  and  generally  in  Coppull  are 
working  satisfactorily.  Some  complaints  have  been  recently  made  abour. 
the  Church-lane  Disposal  Works,  but  this  matter  is  engaging  the  attention 
of  your  Surveyor. 

A new  sewer  has  been  laid  to  drain  the  property  in  Kenyon-lane. 
Heapey. 

You  have  resolved  to  enter  into  a further  contract  v/ith  the 
Adlington  Urban  Council  for  the  disposal  and  treatment  of  the  sewage  of 
Anderton  and  Heath  Charnock. 


During  the  year  you  have  passed  a resolution  prohibiting  gullies 
and  drains  from  all  ashpits,  etc. 

Food  and  Drugs. — -The  County  Police  have  taken  eighty-six  (86) 
samples  of  Food  and  Drugs  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  and  submitted 
the  same  to  analysis  by  the  Public  Analyst  for  the  County. 

Fifty  (50)  samples  of  Milk,  thirteen  (13)  of  Butter,  eight  (8)  of  Lard, 
three  (3)  of  Coffee,  two  (2)  each  of  Cheese,  Jam,  Pepper,  Ginger,  and  Rum, 
and  one  (1)  each  of  Rice  and  Yeast  have  been  analysed,  with  the  result  that 
one  milkseller  was  prosecuted  for  selling  milk  containing  six  per  cent,  of 
added  water,  convicted,  and  lined  ten  shillings  arid  costs. 

Factories  and  Workshops. — Your  Inspector  has  visited  several  of 
the  Factories  and  Workshops  during  the  year,  and  I have  also  made  some 
visits.  In  general  we  found  them  well  lighted,  ventilated,  and  drained, 
and  with  proper  sanitary  conveniences. 

Notification  of  Births  Act. — The  question  of  the  compulsory 
notification  of  Births  by  the  parents  or  some  one  in  attendance  at  the 
birth  of  any  infant  has  received  your  consideration,  and  you  have  decided 
not  to  adopt  the  provisions  of  the  recent  Act. 

Unless  you  are  prepared  to-  inaugurate  a small  staff  of  voluntary  or 
paid  Health  Visitors,  there  would  be  little  use  in  the  adoption  of  the  Act, 
and  I do  not  consider  it  as  necessary  in  your  district  as  in  large  towns. 


Inspection  of  School  Children. — The  Rural  District  of  Chorley 
is  within  the  area  of  the  County  Council  as  the  Educational  Authority,  and 
the  systematic  inspection  of  children  in  the  Elementary  Schools  has 
devolved  upon  that  Authority  since  the  commencement  of  1908. 


I have  no  doubt  that  this  regular  examination  of  school  children 
will  prove  of  great  service  to  the  young. 

Tuberculosis. — By  a recent  Act  of  Parliament  notification  of  any 
pauper  suffering  from  Tuberculosis  must  be  sent  to  me  as  Medical  Officer 
of  Health,  and  you  are  empowered  to  take  any  measures  for1  disinfecting 
premises,  etc.,  and  to  afford  such  assistance,  etc.,  as  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  mav  advise. 

Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  'Act,  1907. — The  adoption  of  the 
several  sections  of  this  Act  has  received  your  attention  on  several  occasions 
during  the  year. 


By  a resolution  of  your  Council  you  have  decided  to  apply  for  an 
Order  declaring  the  following  sections  to  be  in  force  in  the  whole  or  part 
of  your  district. 


55, 


To  be  in  force  in  the  whole  of  your  district : — 

Sections  15,  16,  30,  34,  35,  36,  37,  38,  43,  44,  45,  46,  49,  52,  53,  54, 
k 57.  58.  59.  60.  62.  63.  64.  65.  66.  68.  69,  70,  71,  72, 


56.  57,  58,  59,  60,  62,  63,  64,  65,  66,  68, 
73,  74,  and  75. 


To  be  in  force  in  Anderton,  Clayton-le-Woods,  Coppull,  Eccleston, 
Heapey,  Heath  Charnock,  Wheelton,  and  Whit tied  e-Woods  : — 

Sections  17,  20,  22,  23,  24,  25,  27,  28,  29,  31,  32,  and  33. 
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To  be  in  force  in  Clayton,  Coppull,  Heapey,  Wlieelton,  and 
Whittle : — 

Section  21. 

To  be  in  force  in  Anderton,  Clayton,  Coppull,  Eccleston.  Euxton, 
Heapey,  Heath  Charnock,  Wlieelton,  and  Whittle : — 

Sections  39,  40,  41,  and  42. 

To  be  in  force  in  Anderton,  Clayton,  Coppull,  Eccleston,  Heath 
Charnock,  Wlieelton,  and  Whittle:  — 

Section  51. 

The  subject  is  still  under  the  consideration  of  the  Local  Government 

Board. 

The  ordinary  work  of  the  year  has  been  carried  on  with  diligence 
and  assiduity  by  the  Inspector  (Mr.  Froes),  as  you  will  see-  from  the 
concluding  Table,  in  which  I enumerate  the  various  sanitary  improvements 
made  and  nuisances  abated  as  the  result  of  notices  served  by  him  upon 
the  responsible  persons. 

I have  the  honour  to  be, 

Gentlemen, 


Your  obedient  Servant, 

JAMES  A.  HARRIS. 
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Vital  Statistics  of  separate  Localities  in  1908  and  previous  years. 
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Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  during  the  Year  1908. 
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Isolation  Hospital  : Chorley  Joint  Hospital,  Heath  Charnock. 

Total  available  beds,  36.  Number  of  Diseases  that  can  be  concurrently  treated, 

V ' 


Causes  of,  and  Ages  at.  Death  during  the  Year  1908. 


TABLE  V. 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY  DURING  THE  YEAR  1908. 
Deaths  from  stated  causes  in  Weeks  and  Months  under  One 


Population,  estimated  to  middle  of  1908,  21,300.  Births  in  the  year  : 
Legitimate,  516 ; Illegitimate,  14.  Deaths  in  the  year  of  Legitimate 
Infants,  52  ; Illegitimate  Infants,  4.  Deaths  from  all  Causes  at  all  Ages  ; 
Registered,  298 ; Residents,  305. 


